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“ Academics”

Social implementation of leanings in academics

Feed-back to academics from the social
\~ implementation

56

“Fukuoka Mini-hydro Energy Projects

- Revitalization of rural
local communities

“For Fukuoka”

- Creating NPO that supports
“ ”n
Clean Energy for the Planet environmental activities in Fukuoka
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Barriers and Obstacles to Development of Mini-Hydro Energy in Japan
- From the Perspectives of Project Developers -

Hironari Inoue*'! and Alexander Ryota Keeley**

BRICEFZNKAREOERICHRDHEEELFE
- BRXEROBALD -
b 18", Alexander X Keeley™

This study aims to clarify the barriers and obstacles to the development of mini-hydro energy in Japan through participant
observation, and interviews and questionnaires to the practitioners active in the field. Despite of the great potential of mini-hydro
energy in Japan, various barriers and obstacles hinder the development. In total, 8 factors were identified as important factors,
and these factors are classified into 3 broad categories: political, technologies and infrastructure, implementation body and
finance & development plan. Based on the questionnaires conducted with the practitioners in the field, the relative importance of
each identified factor is clarified using analytic hierarchy process method. Adding to the problem of access to electricity grid that
has been observed in renewable projects in general. mini-hydro energy projects face various issues related to permits and licenses,

y and slow-develop of d ic technology. In order to facilitate the development of mini-hydro
energy in Japan, these issues need to be addressed in the formation of the impl ion body. fi ing, and with
the local cc ity and other stakeholders. This study adds to the existing knowledge with the clear focus on the perspectives of

project developers.

Keywords
Mini-hydro energy, Project development, Participant observation. Barriers and obstacles
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